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Sin and Our Neighbor 


Sin is that in us which separates us from God. It is that in us 
which makes us an alien to the order of being and of relation- 
ships in which God’s Lordship is manifest. . . . It is our putting 
of ourselves, our families, our race, our nation, in the place of 
God. It is our refusal to accept death and our fanatical striv- 
ing to give a fictitious eternity to things that pass away. Be- 
cause God is a living purpose of love for men and their relation- 
ships and has made us men for one another, sin is all that 
divorces us from our neighbor. It is our doing to him what 
we would resent his doing to us. It is our failure to recognize 
his worth, to count his hunger and pain and self-respect as im- 
portant as our own, our dealing with him as less than a brother. 
It is our complacent acceptance of privilege, our callousness to 
the deprivations and injustices which burden those about us. 
It is our lovelessness. It is the dullness of our blinded sight. 
Sin is our failure to deal with ourselves as those created in the 
image of God, as temples of his Spirit. It is all that weakens 
and dissipates and disorders the self that God has honored. § Our 
deepest sickness is not to be found in our sins, in the plural; not 
in the separate acts which run counter to some tidy rules of 
right or religious behavior; but in the total state of mind and 
heart out of which the separate acts issue as sick fruit from a 


sick tree. 


—ANGUS DUN in The Saving Person, the Harper book 
for Lent, published by Harper & Bros., New York. 











Letters to the Editors’ 





Fairman Study Resource for ‘Open-Minded’ 





Helpful Article 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 


You have published many helpful ar- 
ticles dealing with the red-hot segregation 
issue. The article by Charles Fairman 
(Feb. 25) may be one of the most helpful. 
It is fair and factual and should shed light 
on the issue without generating much 
heat. It should be very helpful to open- 
minded people. If we are blinded by 
prejudice and insane with passion, we 
will be unable to get the help from this 
very thoughtful, carefully-documented ar- 
ticle that we should get and which we 
need. 

We who have lived near Negroes all our 
lives hope those who have not ‘will be 
patient with us. I consider Booker T. 
Washington to have spoken words of wis- 
dom when he said, “In all things that are 
purely social we can be as separate as 
the fingers, yet one as the hand in all 
things essential to progress.” Further- 
more, I think the Rev. George D. King 
spoke words needed by both races when 
he quoted New Encyclopedia, Funk & 
Wagnalls, page 7836, which says, (Liberia) 
“was founded by the National Coloniza- 
tion Society of America for the sole pur- 
pose of repatriating Negroes. Only from 
1931 to 1936 was the League of Nations 
successful in abolishing slavery of in- 
land natives by these same people who 
had been freed from slavery.” 

If Mr. King’s quotation is true, and 
findings of the Washington, D. C., health 
department (USN&WR, Jan. 4, 1957) are 
facts about D. C. school children, we seem 
to need to proceed cautiously. Can we do 
so and still progress? It seems to me that 
we can, if we can balance zeal with care- 
ful thought about facts. In order to do 
that we must commune with God con- 
stantly—daily; hourly, if possible. 

A. Ross Sanson. 
Muskogee, Okla. 


9t an Jdea! 





Flowers from the Church 


It is not enough just to drop by 
and leave the flowers from the 
church for some shut-in. Some- 
thing more should be done. In one 
church, therefore, a note has been 
prepared to accompany them. It 
reads: 

“Our morning service was made 
more beautiful and inspiring be- 
cause of the flowers that we are 
sending to you. They were in the 
chancel this morning during our 
worship, in the course of which we 
asked God’s blessing on you and 
others of our number who are ill. 
Now we shall feel that you too had 
a part in our worship together. 

“The flowers will symbolize our 
love and our fellowship in Christ 
and our prayers for your health 
and well-being. The Lord bless 
you and keep you, both now and 
forevermore.” 











Supplement Sales 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


. . . Soon after your notice appeared 
telling about the supplement to the Min- 
isterial Directory I received an order with 
the notice clipped and attached to the 
letter. The prominence you gave to the 
supplement has helped the sale of about 
400 copies to the present time... . 


Atlanta, Ga. BE. C. Scort. 


Scotland Books 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


You have recently sent me the many 
booklets published by the Church of Scot- 
land Committee on Youth which are splen- 
did and which should be given wide at- 
tention in the American Church. 

I want to duplicate my order and ask 
you to send this complete list to 
Thailand. 


DETROIT PASTOR. 


- General Assembly 
Commissioners (U.S.) 


SYNOD OF FLORIDA 


Everglades—*(M) James D. Carter, Mi- 
ami Springs; Ryan L. Wood, W. Palm 
Beach; W. Ivan Hoy *(E)—Jules Vroom, 
Miami; Robert Lanier, Belle Glade; Henry 
Craig, Coral Gables. 

Florida—(M) G. M. Pickard, Ft. Walton 
Seach; A. L. McDuffie, Chipley; William 
D. Stewart, (E) Dr. Milton Carothers, Tal- 
lahassee; Judge E. E. Mason, Pensacola; 
David Lanier, Madison. 

St. Johns—(M) A. J. Ranson, Jr., Apop- 
ka; Richard SauerBrun, Daytona Beach; 
Malcolm L. Watson, (E) R. L. Tilghman, 
Orlando; E. W. Rose, Lockhart; Kemper 
Jennings, Melbourne. 

Suwannee—(M) W. S. McAliley, Starke; 
Henry S. Stout, Atlantic Beach; J. G. Hand, 
R. H. Showalter, (E) Tom C. Rogers, Allen 
H. Springer, Jacksonville; E. M. Denton, 
Gainesville; Edward F. Gibson, Fairfield. 

Westminster—(M) John J. Martin, Ar- 
eadia; Curry W. Davis, Plant City; Chap- 
ain Chas. S. Huff, St. Albans, N. Y.; Hugh 
». Powel, Clearwater; Alfred A. Kelsey, 
E) Patrick Minor, Tampa; C. M. Hillis, 
t. H. Wahl, St. Petersburg; W. A. Neal, 
Areadia; Judge W. Kenneth Barnes, Dade 
City. 








SYNOD OF GEORGIA 

Athens—(M) C. Phil Esty, Athens; (BE) 
Wilson Page, Hartwell. 

Atlanta—(™M) George H. Smith, East 
Point; E. P. Nichols, Covington; E. G. Clary, 
LaGrange; Kennedy Smartt, Scottsdale; 
Max Milligan, John H. Sadler, Harry A. 
Fifield, J. F. Akin, Stuart R. Oglesby, Jr.. 
(E) Dr. Paul F. Brown, Jr., Donald A. 
Leslie, Leland Veale, Alex Gaines, J. L. 
Tugegte, Atlanta; W. A. Housworth, Lith- 
onia; C. J. Welch, Seracy B. Slack, De- 
catur; L. L. Deck, East Point. 

Augusta-Macon—(M) W. T. Mulcay, De- 
eatur; Chaplain Frank H. Noll, Great Falls, 
Mont.; (E) G. W. R. Davidson, Macon; 
H. M. Leitner, Augusta. 

Cherokee—(M) S. W. Dendy, Dalton; 
W. lL. Merrin, Lyerly; (E) Will Storey, 
Summerville; Will Joe Abbott, Acworth. 

Georgia-Carolina—(M) Henry B,. Sweet. 
(E) R. C. Rounsville, Atlanta. 

Savannah—(M) James E,. Cousar, Jr., 
J. Edward Bates, Savannah; (E) W. P. 
Bealer, Darien; Joseph B. Fraser, Hines- 
ville. 

Southwest Georgia—(M) Robert B. Mc- 
Neill, Columbus; Frank C. King, (EF) D. 
PD. Burgess, Valdosta; D. L. Wall, Cuthbert. 

SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—(M) W. L. Cooper, Blackey; 
(E) Paul Vermillion, Whitesburg. 

Lexington-Ebenezer—(M) J. W. Mac- 
Elree, Elizaville; Woodson P. Booth, Gray- 
son; (E) Judge Mac Swinford, Cynthiana; 
Keath Summerhayes, Paris. 

Louisville—(M) G. A. Daniel, Shelbyville; 

*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 





s 


J. L. Houston, Valley Station; H. G. Goody-- 
koontz, James Salango, (E) Norbett k. 
Schmidt, Omer Carmichael, J. Buford Hen- 
dricks, George W. Jones, Louisville. 

Muhlenburg—(M) Angus N. Gordon, 
Bowling Green; (E) Norman H. Howell, 
Graham, 

Transylvania—(M) James A. _ Booth, 
Paint Lick; (E) Grover S. May, McAfee. 


Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Super-Patriotism. If there is such 
a thing as super-patriotism, or bad pa- 
triotism, a D.A.R. lady sponsoring a 
“patriotism pageant” in Colorado gave 
an excellent illustration of it. The good 
lady discovered to her patriotic horror 
that some of the boys carrying American 
flags, though American-born, were of 
Mexican descent. She exclaimed: “I 
wouldn’t want a Mexican to carry Old 
Glory, would you?” She must have been 
heard on the radio, for the switchboard 
of the Denver Post was swamped with 
protests. Result: Although the lady 
apologized, her office was declared va- 
cant. 














Buying on Credit. At the risk of 
repetition, the church can be sorely hurt 
financially when people buy too much 
on credit. Thousands of young married 
couples are buying so much on credit 
that it is a strain to make the instal- 
ment payments, and little is left for the 
church. Is it fair to God and to the 
church to mortgage the future too heav- 
ily? And what will happen if depression 
comes and jobs are lost? 


Relief from Pain. Headline in The 
New York Times: “Pope Grants Use 
of Pain Reliever—Anaethesia in Sur- 
gery and as Aid to Dying Favored.” 
Should even the head of a great church 
be vested with such power over human 
suffering and human life? 


Holy Bible. A friend visited a Pres- 
byterian Church and found no Bible in 
any pew. Being a lover of the Bible he 
purchased 200 Bibles and presented them 
to the church. On his next visit he 
found the Bibles hidden away in a musty 
corner of the basement. Is this symbolic 
of a trend away from the Bible? Many 
church members are woefully ignorant 
of the Scriptures. I am reminded of Dr. 
Hope’s story about the lady who, after 
hearing a sermon in which Sodom and 
Gomorrah were mentioned, exclaimed: 
“Why, I though they were husband and 
wife like Dan and Beersheba.” 

Manse. Some churches are wrestling 
with the question whether it is wise to 
provide a free manse for the minister. 
Would it not be far better to pay him 
adequately? There is an element of 
paternalism in providing a manse, and 
unhappiness and friction may result if, 
as too often happens, the manse sorely 
needs redecorating, the plaster is falling 
off, the plumbing leaks and the furnace 
balks. 
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President’s Leadership 
Is Urged by Ministers 


New York (RNs)—Six prominent 
Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy- 
men asked President Eisenhower to exert 
“stronger leadership” in quelling anti- 
Negro activities in the South. 

They appealed to the President in a 
statement made public by the Interracial 
Review, official publication of the Catho- 
lic Interracial Council here. 

The statement deplored the “recru- 
descence” of the Ku Klux Klan, move- 
ments organized for “spreading high- 
power white supremacy propaganda,” 
and the dissemination of printed material 
calculated to arouse hate and incite to 
violence. 

“We feel that the proper authorities, 
both state and federal, should look much 
more closely into this disturbing situa- 
tion,” the clergymen said. “The emer- 
gence of violence and hate is a problem 
that concerns the entire nation.” 

Signers of the statement were Eugene 
Carson Blake, president of the National 
Council of Churches; Protestant Epis- 
copal Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, 
D.C.; Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New -York; John La- 
Farge, S.J., associate editor of America, 
Jesuit weekly review; Liston Pope, dean 
of Yale Divinity School; and James H. 
Robinson, pastor of the Church of the 
Master here. 

The statement expressed admiration 
for the “courage and truly Christian 
spirit” of “clergy and laity, white and 
Negro alike, who are working for peace 
and better understanding in the troubled 
areas of the South.” 


Texas Conference 


Texans numbered 1,524 at a recent 
Senior Hi Fellowship convention held in 
San Antonio. Major platform addresses, 
the Austin College choir and a dramatic 
production, and two big recreation even- 
ings included a street dance and a Satur- 
day night fiesta and game time were 
features. 

Headline speakers included Kenneth 
J. Foreman, Clifford E. Barbour, Law- 
rence W. Bottoms, Raymond I. Lind- 
quist. 


Tour Cancelled 


The first annual Holy Land tour spon- 
sored by the Presbyterian U. S. Board 
of Christian Education has been can- 
celled because of unsettled conditions in 
the Middle East. A party was to have 


Women’s Ordination Loses 


The Assembly-approved effort to per- 
mit the ordination of women as elders 
and deacons in the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., lost in an early March vote when 
Nashville Presbytery turned down the 
idea 24-22. This brings the number of 
opposing presbyteries to 43 while 40 have 
approved. Only Upper Missouri and 
Abingdon are yet to vote. (Edtl., p. 8.) 


U. P. Vote on Union 


Latest results of the vote on union with 
the Presbyterian Church USA shows 
United Presbyterians with a vote favor- 
ing the step 618-408. With 33 presby- 
teries out of 66 having voted, a majority 
vote has been registered in 23. With 
50 per cent of the total gross vote being 
required for approval, the affirmative 
vote now stands at 60.2%. 


AWARDS FOR CHURCH ARCHITECTURE 
AGAIN FAVOR CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 


St. Louis, Mo. (rNs)—Awards for 
outstanding contributions to better church 
architecture in 1956 were fewer than in 
recent years, but those that were given 
mark the third successive year when mod- 
ern designs captured the prizes, with no 
examples of Gothic or Colonial design 
being cited. 

These awards were made by the 
Church Architectural Guild of America, 
whose annual meeting was attended by 
more than 1,000 architects, denomina- 
tional building officials, artists and cler- 
gymen. 

St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, 
Burien, Wash., won a top award for 
churches seating fewer than 300. Second 
prize in the same category went to the 
Gretna (La.) Methodist church. 

No awards were given for larger 
churches. 

For major additions or alterations a 
third prize was won by First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Burlingame, Calif., and 
there were no other awards. 


Babies and Automobiles 

John R. Scotford of New York, in- 
terim director of the National Council 
of Churches’ Department of Church 
Building, said that babies and auto- 
mobiles are primarily responsible for the 
record-breaking $2,567,000,000 church 
building boom in the last four years. 

Standard equipment in churches, he 
said, is something unheard of in the time 
of this generation’s grandparents—cribs 
for the care of infants. Central Park 
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala., pro- 
vides six rooms to accommodate babies 
under two years of age. 

Automobiles, he said, have created 








been led on this tour by B. Lewis, of the 
staff of the Board, leaving New York 
June 15 under the direction of Brownell 
tours. It is now being scheduled for 
next year. 


some new and disturbing problems for 
churches, notably the parking problem. 

Most non-rural churches, he said, face 
the choice of securing parking where they 
are now, “of moving, or being slowly 
strangled because of no car space for 
prospective members.” 

Dr. Scotford said American people are 
indicating the desire for more impressive 
places of worship and they do not seem 
to be content with the auditorium-type 
of churches of the past. “They crave a 
place where they may experience the pres- 


ence of God,” he added. 


No “Cookie Cutter’ 

A similar view was voiced by C. Harry 
Atkinson of New York, editor of the 
Protestant church administration and 
equipment department of Christian Her- 
ald magazine. 

He said a church that looks like a gas 
station or a supermarket with a cross 
attached is no proper building for wor- 
ship. Nor, he said, should a church be 
so flighty “as to resemble a chrome- 
blazoned night club entrance.” 

Dr. Atkinson stressed that he wasn’t 
calling for a return to the Gothic cathe- 
dral. “Don’t borrow a cookie cutter from 
the past,” he counseled church designers. 
He advised today’s architect to employ 
new forms and new materials, but “let 
the church be the church—in the world, 
but not of it.” 

He also said America isn’t getting its 
money’s worth out of the current church 
building boom. Churches, he said, should 
be “geared to the needs of a vast army 
of children and legions of elder citizens 
descending upon them.” 

“They also must be ready to draw into 
the fold the millions uprooted in Amer- 
ica’s greatest migration in history,” Dr. 
Atkinson added. 

In calling upon church designers to 
plan for more older people, he said: 








“Excess steps and stairways should be 
eliminated. Floor surfaces should not be 
hazardous. The right kind of furniture 
and the proper light intensity should be 
provided.” 

Arland A. Dirlam, noted Boston archi- 
tect and general chairman of the confer- 
ence, warned that American churches 
cannot afford to be guinea pigs for ar- 
chitects. 

“They must not be nostalgic reflec- 
tions of Christmas cards nor comic strip 
concepts of space dwellings,” he de- 
clared. “Churches must be truly edi- 
fices that reflect 20th century Christian 
living.” 

Changing Neighborhoods 

The problems of old city churches in 

changing neighborhoods were discussed 


at two conference work shops. 
G. Paul Musselman of New York, di- 


rector of urban-industrial work for the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, warned 
that when a church is to be rebuilt or 
remodeled there must first come “real 
study of the congregation.” 

“Usually the wrong programs are 
planned for the wrong people,”’ he said. 
“Some communities populated by more 
old people than young get athletic pro- 
grams, for example.” 

Howard F. Allender, architect of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., said that every major 
city in the United States will be forced 
to redevelop its “core area” or downtown 
shopping districts in the next few years 
to insure economic survival. Spiritual 
activities must be planned for those re- 
shaped sections, he said. 

“As a city neighborhood changes,” Mr. 
Allender said, “it may be zoned for an 
entirely different use—for instance, for 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: David L. 
Stitt, president of Austin (Texas) Presbyte- 
rian Theological Seminary; Frank B. Lewis 
and Donald G. Miller, Union Seminary in 
Virginia. 


COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


What is meant by the communion 
of the saints? 


Stirr: The term, the communion of 
the saints, has nothing to do with the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and 
we ordinarily confuse it with that. It 
literally means that there is a fellow- 
ship among believers—communion of the 
saints and fellowship of believers are 
synonymous phrases. That means that 
all Christians are tied together by loyal- 
ties to Christ. There was a great meet- 
ing of the younger churches in Madras 
about 1938 when war clouds were lower- 
ing over Europe, armies were already 
marching, and out of that missionary 
conference in Madras came the statement 
that if two people are in Jesus Christ 
there is more of importance in that fact 
that binds them together than there is in 
all the world to separate them. That 
literally means that when two people are 
Christians they are tied with a tight bond 
through Jesus Christ that is greater than 
all barriers that we set up, barriers of 
race, barriers of nation, barriers of social 
status, whatever they may be. This fel- 
lowship is real, and it is not only real 
among those that are living, it is real 
with those Christians who have gone on 
into their eternal reward. 


MopeERATOR: That question comes up 
on this panel very often. I am not sure 
what it is that puzzles people. I some- 
times wonder if it is not the use of the 
word saints, because I imagine they do 


4 


not take account of the New Testament 
meaning of the word “saint.” 

Stitt: The New Testament saint is 
rather confusing because Paul addresses, 
for example, the saints that are at Rome 
and the saints that are at Ephesus. The 
word literally means anyone who is a 
Christian. 


CREATION AND THE FALL 


How can you reconcile the idea that 
man was created free from evil and fell 
with the teaching of science that he 
developed from more simple forms of 
life to higher and more complex forms? 


Lewis: This question involves a great 
many recent arguments and to answer it 
thoroughly, would call for a fairly care- 
ful definition of the various terms that 
are involved in it. It does seem to me 
that we might say here at least this 
much: that however God brought into 
being the physical structure of man, 
whether he created it instantaneously 
from the dust of the earth, or gradually 
out of the dust of the earth, the important 
point would seem to be that we recognize 
that somewhere, at some time, man had 
for the first time the ability to distin- 
guish between good and evil. That is, 
that man became for the first time truly 
a moral and a free being. If we recog- 
nize the existence of such a time then 
it would seem to me that the religious 
concern is met and satisfied. The ques- 
tion as to how man came to a point at 
which he was for the first time free and 
a moral person is less important than the 
fact that he did come to such a time. 

MILLER: It seems to me the important 
thing is not the process by which man 
came from a lower order to a higher, 
but the fact that no matter what the 
process was he stumbled somewhere along 
the way and was down. So if he fell, 
he fell, no matter where he came from 
before that. 


industrial, commercial, or low-cost hous- 
ing. That may leave an old established 
church isolated entirely from its congre- 
gation.” 


Chicago Station Will 
Show “Martin Luther’ 

Station WBKB, an American Broad- 
casting Company affiliate in Chicago has 
agreed to show the film, “Martin Lu- 
ther,” which was banned by WGN-TV 
in the same city. The date has been 
announced for April 23. The same spon- 
sor who scheduled the earlier showing 
will pay the estimated $10,000 cost for 
the new showing. 

Meanwhile the film was scheduled for 
showing over WISN-TV in Milwaukee 
for early March. 


150,000 Protest Ban on 
“Martin Luther” Film 


CuHIcaGo (RNS)—The Action Commit- 
tee for Freedom of Religious Expression 
reported here that 150,000 persons had 
signed petitions protesting cancellation 
of the film “Martin Luther” by Chicago 
television station WGN-TV. 

John W. Harms, chairman of the com- 
mittee and executive vice-president of 
the Church Federation of Greater Chi- 
cago, said that additional signatures were 
pouring in at the rate of 50,000 weekly. 

The petitions were sent to the Federal 
Communications Commission along with 
a brief by the committee which asked for 
a public hearing on the television sta- 
tion’s action. 

Cancellation of the film telecast sched- 
uled for last Dec. 21, the petition said, 
took place “under circumstances which 
are, in effect, sectarian censorship and a 
violation of freedom of expression.” 

“We petition your Commission to do 
all in its power as an agency of the 
United States government to correct this 
injustice,” it said, “‘and to establish such 
principles and practices for use of the 
media of mass communications as will 
guarantee freedom from such censorship 
whether direct or otherwise.” 

Supporting the brief filed in Wash- 
ington were more than 40 Protestant 
groups, including the Church Federation 
of Greater Chicago, the National Council 
of Churches, the National Association of 
Evangelicals and major Lutheran bodies. 

The brief charged that Station WGN- 
TV had acted illegally in cancelling the 
television premiere of the film and set 
itself up in an “authoritative paternal- 
istic way” as the “supreme arbiter of 
what is for the public good.” 

“The issue is one of freedom,” it de- 
clared. ‘What has happened in this 
case is that freedom has been lost because 
a broadcast licensee yielded to pressure. 
In effect, this is a form of censorship 
which permits one segment of the popula- 
tion to deny to others the right to view 
freely.” 
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U. S G. A.—Birmingham 


National and World Councils 


Two reports are being submitted to 
the Birmingham Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., one seeking con- 
tinued cooperation with the main body 
of American Christians in the National 
Council of Churches, and the other call- 
ing for immediate withdrawal. Four 
members of the 18-member committee 
have signed the minority report seeking 
withdrawal. These include John H. 
Martin, South Carolina; G. T. Gillespie, 
Mississippi; U. S. Gordon, Florida; 
Clarence E. Piephoff, Atlanta. Not vot- 
ing for either report is the Stated Clerk, 
E. C. Scott. 

The report of the minority consists 
chiefly in a repetition of charges which 
have been made by many different kinds 
of groups both within churches and with- 
out for a good many years. These charges 
are promulgated chiefly by the Funda- 
mentalist and ultra-conservative groups, 
which either have their own cooperative 
organizations, or refuse to cooperate with 
anybody else. 

The minority report declares that it has 
been unable to find evidence to show that 
the National Council of Churches has 
“deviated from policies followed by its 
predecessor, the Federal Council of 
Churches.” Much of its attack on the 
NCC is a repetition of charges that were 
long made in some quarters against the 
FCC. A “grave difference in doctrinal 
matters” is pointed to as the basis of 
the difficulty. The minority charges that 
“instead of the churches using the Na- 
tional Council to promote their interests, 
the National Council is using the 
churches to promote its program.” 


“Aggressive Machine” 

The Council is charged with operating 
“an active and very aggressive political 
machine promoting a program of its 
own.” Relationships with the various 
denominational boards, and particularly 
boards of Religious Education, Social 
Service and Christian Relations are em- 
phasized as implementing this effort 
along with youth councils, men’s coun- 
cils and women’s organizations. 

The report declares that the Council 
has: 

“... officially endorsed and has brought 
political pressure to bear for the enact- 
ment for the following legislation .. .: 
anti-poll tax bill, anti-lynching bill, 
FEPC, full employment bill, minimum 
wage bill, anti-segregation legislation, so- 
cialized medicine, socialized insurance.” 

“Regardless of the merits of these 
bills,” the minority says, “the great ques- 
tion is whether such matters and such 
methods are the business of the church. 
History abundantly warns that if the 
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church presumes to dictate to the state, 
soon the state will control the curch.” 

Leaders of the Council are charged 
with being “liberals in theology who deny 
the great facts of the faith.” This is 
given as the explanation of a false view 
of “brotherhood,” which view, says the 
minority, “‘leads the Council to push the 
church into active participation in the 
strife between capital and labor.” 

The sincerity of advocates of different 
opinions is not questioned, but the 
minority declares that “any pronounce- 
ments on the subject by official church 
bodies should be made only after the 
most careful scrutiny, if at all. We con- 
tend on the other hand that there is 
ample work for the church in the build- 
ing of moral character.” 

A letter signed by labor union officials 
which went out on behalf of the National 
Council of Churches seeking financial 
contributions is given by the minority as 
evidence of an alliance between the NCC 
and labor. The report also cites a 1956 
vote by the NCC General Board (16-3) 
disapproving “right-to-work” laws 
which had been passed in 18 states and 
were being pushed in 15 others. Such 
actions, the minority says, “commit the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to many 
activities and objectives that are con- 
trary to the constitution of the Southern 
Presbyterian church.” 

A 1932 social creed for the churches 
also claims attention and is pointed to 
as “a system of collectivism which is 
diametrically opposed to our American 
system of free enterprise.” 


Pew Report 


Extensive space is given to the report 
issued last year by J. Howard Pew (Ovut- 
LOOK, Feb. 20, Mar. 3, 1956) which 
expressed his unhappiness because of 
some operations of the NCC. 

The report also charges that the NCC 
seeks to get national radio networks to 
eliminate all paid religious broadcasts 
and allot free time under the supervision 
of the NCC. 

It is also charged that membership in 
the Federal and National Councils has 
caused much division in the Southern 
Presbyterian church and the actions of 
the Assembly since 1912 in relation to 
it are reviewed. 


The 13-page typed single space report 
concludes with three summary charges: 
(1) “Continued membership gives tacit 
approval of public pronouncements and 
resolutions that have been widely cir- 
culated, which do not express the con- 
victions of the total membership.” 

(2) The National Council has ac- 
cused those not in agreement with its 
social, economic and political views as 
un-Christian.” In this connection it cites 
a Race Relations Day statement which 
says that “anyone who condones or prac- 
tices racial prejudice of any kind sins 
against God.” In contrast to this, the 
minority says, “the church leadership of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
declared that there is room for a wide 
variety of beliefs on this subject.” How- 
ever, it does refer to the declarations of 
the General Assembly condemning seg- 
regation. 

(3) “That the leadership of both as- 
sociations—NCC and the World Coun- 
cil—openly envision the ultimate goal 
of organic union of all Protestant 
churches in one world church.” John 
Baillie, a World Council president, is 
quoted from a personal statement to the 
effect that ‘the ultimate goal of the Coun- 
cil and the ecumenical movement is that 
there be only one Christian church. Such 
a goal, he said, “‘is still far off and not 
to be reached quickly. Nor is it the busi- 
ness of the World Council to promote 
specific forms of unity, since this a re- 
sponsibility that rests with the churches 
themselves.” 

The minority says in conclusion that 
the church is impotent to correct defects 
of the NCC from within, that conditions 
complained about have continued through 
the years and protests have been unavail- 
ing. It, therefore, calls the Assembly to 
withdraw from the Council. 


Majority Report 

The majority report, calling for con- 
tinued cooperation with other American 
Christians, does not answer each charge 
which the minority offers point-by-point, 
but many of them are dealt with in a 
typed 9-page, single-spaced, report. 

Even if NCC and World Council ac- 
tions did not express the convictions of 
the majority of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
membership, the majority says, it is to 
be expected that at times both of these 
organizations will have judgments con- 
cerning various questions that may be 
different from our own. 

“These Councils of churches, made up 
of all branches of the church of Jesus 
Christ, represent various traditions and 


viewpoints. ... They are rather councils 
composed of all churches who are willing 


~ 
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to unite in common study and service on 
the basis of their united declaration of 
faith in Jesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Savior. In such a fellowship both thought 
and action would be completely paralyzed 
if all the cooperating churches should in- 
sist that nothing be said or done that did 
not meet the full approval of their own 
group. We cannot believe that our Gen- 
eral Assembly desires to limit cooperation 
with other Christians solely by the prin- 
ciple that they agree with us in every 
respect. This would be an imposition of 
our own views on the other churches—a 
sort of Presbyterian domination of the 
total church—which both Christian grace 
and wisdom would forbid.” 


Representatives of the churches formu- 
late the official pronouncements of these 
Councils, says the majority report. They 
are debated and represent group wisdom. 
Any individual or group desiring to be 
noted as dissenting from an action can 
do so, and the dissent must be publicized. 


People vs. Views 


As to calling people who did not agree 
with its positions “un-Christian,” the 
report says that a distinction must be 
drawn between calling people un-Chris- 
tian and views un-Christian. 

“The church ... has both the right and 
the duty, however distasteful it may be, 
and however much she may shrink from 
it, of interpreting the Christian faith and 
applying it to the issues of life in each 
generation. It may, therefore, be called 
upon at times boldly to say what the 
Christian faith and its meaning for so- 
ciety are in any given situation.” 

In no instance that it knows about, 
says the majority, has anyone been called 
un-Christian. 

Difficulties which some people have 
in regard to these Councils, the commit- 
tee says, are the same difficulties many 
pople have in regard to the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly. 

“They merely reflect the fact that there 
are wide differences of opinion on the 
part of Christians. These differences of 
judgment would be no more justification 
for our church to withdraw from these 
Councils than there would be for mem- 
bers dissenting from the deliverances of 


our own General Assembly to withdraw 
from it.” 


Differences, even between good people. 
are inevitable, the committee says. In 
fact, it goes on: 

“It would be an alarming prospect for 
the future of the church if such bodies 
should reflect only the conventional out- 
look of the average church member... . 
We must not repeat the mistake of Israel 
in Jesus’ day, in equating the tradition of 
men with the Word of God. If we do, as 
surely as for ancient Israel, our spiritual 
house shall be left unto us ‘desolate.’” 


The committee says it has no evidence 
to support the charge that the Councils 
are seeking organic union of all Protes- 
tant churches in one world church. The 
evidence, they say, is clearly to the con- 
trary. What some individuals may have 
said as individuals should not be al- 
lowed to be thought the position or declar- 
ation of these Councils. 
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In insisting upon a clear understand- 
ing of the nature of the Councils the 
committee goes on to declare that they 
are in no sense churches and that they 
have no authority to force any body of 
Christians to join them. The Councils 
have no authority over member churches, 
but act in a purely advisory capacity. 
Laymen and Clergy 

The ‘deep cleavage between laymen 
and clergy concerning these Councils” 
and the significance of the J. Howard Pew 
report are dealt with chiefly in a com- 
ment by John S. Land, of New Orleans, 
who is one of the church’s representatives 
on the NCC General Board. Dr. Land 
explains the background of this situation 
and he points to the large number of 
laymen who participate in NCC activi- 
ties—out of 4,230 persons who have a 
part in the life of the Councils, they are 
divided almost equally between clergy 
and laity. As of Feb. 1, 1956, there 
were 2,165 clergy and 2,065 laymen and 
women. 

The Council expresses its concern that 
laymen shall continue to take their full 
part in the activities of the NCC in seek- 
ing to deal with “the vital problems con- 
fronting the church today.” 

The charge that the leadership of the 
NCC is “disloyal to the form of govern- 
ment under which we live and are set 
to undermine it,” is called a grievous 
charge, and one which impugns the mo- 
tives of men in a very serious way. This 
is commented on by the church’s two 
representatives. Dr. Land says: 

“I can truthfully say I have never de- 
tected any evidence of disloyalty to our 
Lord or our country on the part of any- 
one (in the NCC). To me it has been 
a heartening thing to see our cooperative 
Christian enterprise in America handled 
by men of the stature and soundness of 
those chosen by the respective denomina- 
tions.” 

Ben R. Lacy, Jr., Hampden-Sydney, 
Va., another member of the General 
Board says: 

“I am impressed as my colleague with 
both the wisdom of the men and women 
of the General Board and staff and their 
loyalty to Christ as Savior and Master.” 

The Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Council is quoted as stating “that it is 
convinced that all accusations made 
against the National Council implying 
that it is ‘Red’ and ‘subversive’ are with- 
out any foundation whatsoever.” 

Some illustrations are given in the 
report about distorted charges which 
have been made along this line which 
had no basis in fact. 


Advantages Listed 

The committee reports consultation 
with executive secretaries of the various 
boards of the General Assembly and 
some of the denominational representa- 
tives. On the basis of that consultation 
it lists certain advantages and disadvan- 
tages of membership. 


Among the advantages enumerated 
are (1) there are many areas of common 
Christian endeavor which either could 
not be done at all, or could not be done 
as well if our church had no membership 
in these Councils. 

Among these are cited activities in 
Evangelism, Christian Education, relief 
and rehabilitation to sister churches, mu- 
tual enrichment through interchange be- 
tween the churches, and World Missions. 

(2) Efficiency in carrying forward the 
program of our own church is also a 
result of our membership in the National 
and World Councils. 

(3) Through our membership in the 
National and World Councils our church 
has an opportunity to contribute, out of 
the richness of her own life, the resources 
of her leadership to the larger life of 
the church. In this connection Dr. Lacy 
is quoted as follows: 

“Our members, while not offensively 
vocal, do give expression to the position 
of our church and I am at times greatly 
surprised that a church of such small 
membership as ours, confined to one sec- 
tion of the nation, has as great a voice 
as it does among so many millions of 
American Protestants.” 

To refuse to continue in this associa- 
tion, says the committee, “would be to 
renounce a part of the mission which the 
Holy Spirit has set before us at this 
time.” 


To Witness 

(4) Membership in these Councils 
affords our church the opportunity for 
fellowship with Christians of other tra- 
ditions, and for bearing witness to the 
world to the essential oneness which is 
the gift of the Holy Spirit to its church. 
The committee says: 

“To withdraw from the National or 
World Council of Churches at this time 
would be a denial of our heritage, a nega- 
tion of the Biblical doctrine of the church, 
and a step running counter to the ap- 
parent leadership of the Holy Spirit in 
our time.” 

Most of the disadvantages which are 
listed are also answered by the committee. 
The cost of time which is mentioned, the 
committee says, is balanced by the fact 
that a good deal of time is likewise saved 
by various agencies of the church be- 
cause of the advantages which they enjoy. 

As to the cost in money, the commit- 
tee says this must be seen as the work 
of the Kingdom and it “may bear even 
more fruit than a similar amount used 
solely by our own church.” 

The fact that some former members 
of various national cooperative bodies 
were lost when the merger came, when 
the formation of the National Council 
came in 1950 is regrettable. 

“However, for one more church to with- 
draw would increase that loss and would 
align us with the denominations with 
‘separatist’ tendencies which would run 
counter to our Presbyterian heritage and 
our doctrine of the church.” 


As to the charge of unwieldy organi- 
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zational procedure, the committee says 
this is not unusual. In fact, “it is char- 
acteristic of many of our own presby- 
teries, and criticism is sometimes made 
of a similar weakness in some of the 
boards of our own church.” 

As to the failure to have detailed 
creedal statements with “specific affirma- 
tion of various Christian doctrines,’’ it 
should be remembered that these Coun- 
cils are not churches, but are Councils 
of Churches, and that they are united at 
the center by their faith in Jesus Christ 
as “divine Lord and Savior.” It is 
pointed out: 


“Should they begin to make further doc- 
trinal affirmation, they would soon be di- 
vided among themselves as the member 
churches are from each other in doctrinal 
matters. Thus the whole purpose of 
bringing together those who, in loyalty 
to Jesus Christ, differ in their interpre- 
tation of the faith, would be defeated.” 


Protests Urged 

It is understood that one section of 
general criticism was added to the report 
in the final committee meeting after the 
original report had been drafted (see edi- 
torial, page 7). In this it is now pointed 
out that it is ‘“‘all too easy at times for 
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religious leaders to make pronounce- 
ments on intricate questions in which 
they are amateurs, and to go beyond the 
persuasive role of the church in con- 
fronting the world: with the Gospel by 
becoming political lobbyists or partisan 
advocates.” 

Although no occasions were cited, the 
committee says that the Council has suc- 
cumbed to this temptation and it calls 
for more consideration for NCC mem- 
bers “by avoiding extreme public pro- 
nouncements which may compromise the 
role of the church as a witness to the 
gospel above party, class or social the- 
ory.” 

It also adds a strong protest against 
“the utterances of individual staff or 
Council members who seemingly speak 
for the Council and its member churches, 
yet speak only their personal views.” 

After looking at the charges made and 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
membership in the National and World 
Councils, the committee calls upon the 
church to maintain its membership in 
both for, it says, “to withdraw from either 
would be a regrettable step which we 
cannot believe our church desires to 
take.” 


Editorial: The NCC-WCC Report 


It now appears that the Birmingham 
Assembly will be subjected to all possible 
pressures in an effort to have the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., withdraw from the 
National Council of Churches. 

Fortunately, we have not had to have 
this debate in recent years for, despite 
almost constant sniping at the major co- 
operative Christian effort in this country, 
Assembly standing committees have with- 
stood the propagandists and have kept 
the Southern Church at work with the 
others in these important tasks. 

Last year’s standing committee, how- 
ever, failed to recognized the strategy and 
submitted the question for ad interim 
study and report this year, thereby open- 
ing the door for widespread efforts which 
have been capitalized upon. Laymen 
and ministers have been barraged with 
the usual kinds of attacks, wild claims 
and charges and as the Assembly nears 
this propaganda effort will probably be 
stepped-up. Pastors and elders report 
the receipt of anti-Council mail in re- 
cent months. 

The committee on interchurch rela- 
tions took a forthright stand on keeping 
the church in the Council (see page 5), 
with a minority of four holding out for 
a severed tie and submitting their report 
to the Assembly. It has long been recog- 
nized strategy of opponents of coopera- 
tion that whether they felt they could 
win their point or not they have seized 
upon every possible situation when these 
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oft-repeated and just-as-often exploded 
charges could be sounded forth. So, 
whether they believe the Assembly would 
actually withdraw the church from this 
important cooperative activity in which 
almost all the major church bodies of 
America participate or not, there will be 
some spokesmen who will be ready to 
broadcast the insidious charges to any 
audience that will listen. 


It is not surprising that the minority 
should submit a report or that it should 
repeat its threshing over old straw. That 
was long a common procedure and, re- 
gardless of any modifications in NCC 
policies and programs, the charges con- 
tinue just the same. 


Two Paragraphs 

What is somewhat surprising and dis- 
appointing is to see the majority of the 
committee, perhaps unwittingly, weaken 
its own case and seem to add additional 
burdens to the cooperative program. This 
was done in two paragraphs that were 
later additions to the actual report on the 
subject as drawn up by the special com- 
mittee assigned to the task. And they 
were added, as will be shown, without 
any real basis of fact. 

Toward its close, the majority report 
appears to make a strange detour and to 
pounce upon some unspecified pronounce- 
ments of the Council. Some of these 
(still unspecified) have “embarrassed the 
members of its constituent churches.” 


The Council, it is said, “should be more 
considerate of the constituent members 
by avoidiing extreme public pronounce- 
ments which may compromise the role 
of the church as a witness to the gospel 
above party, class or social theory.” 

Incidentally, it should be noted that 
precisely the same charge is being made 
against the General Assembly (U.S.) by 
the same kind of people who wage re- 
lentless war against the NCC, and there 
are some overtures directed to the As- 
sembly seeking to chastise three Assembly 
agencies just as this chastisement is di- 
rected toward the NCC. 

The other paragraph of the majority 
report protests ‘“‘the utterances of indi- 
vidual staff or council members who 
seemingly speak for the Council and its 
member churches, yet speak only their 
personal views.” Again, there is not one 
single instance given as to what the 
committee or any of its members may 
have in mind. This charge also does not 
distinguish between any supposed in- 
fraction of many years ago and present 
and more stringent policies under which 
the Council now operates. 

It should be remembered that the ad- 
dition of these two paragraphs to the 
minority report can hardly be considered 
a compromise in an effort to satisfy the 
objecting minority, for the minority has 
gone not a step with the majority, sub- 
mitting, rather, its own array of re- 
hashed charges. 


What Did They Mean? 


Now, we were concerned to know, what 
did these two paragraphs mean in the 
majority report? What pronouncements 
have been objectionable, what staff or 
council members have spoken out in some 
unwarranted manner? Therefore, we 
addressed each member of the Assembly’s 
committee seeking information, request- 
ing two or three instancs of such oc- 
currences. 

With what result? It is astounding! 

Not one member has been able or 
willing to cite a single instance! Where 
any reference has been made it has been 
to some supposed information which was 
furnished by one committee member 
whose quoted references were to some 
long-ago situations before present policies 
were established or before the NCC itself 
was organized. 


Here is the way the replies have run: 


“The only specific example ... that I 
remember, was a reference by (Member X) 
Oh see ’s utterances before some of 
the labor groups.” 

“IT am quite sure that (Member X) or 
some of the members of the committee 
who have been on the committee much 
longer can give you more definite facts.” 

“Those who pressed for inclusion of 
this point will no doubt be more explicit in 
—, to your questions than I can 

Pg 

“I personally do not know of any NCC 
staff members speaking in an authorized 
or unwarranted way. As I recall, one 
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such instance was cited in our meeting. 
Whether it was correct or not, I do not 
know.” 

“I do not see any reason for going into 
names and cases. It seems preferable to 
deal with principles.” 

“It is my feeling that it would be un- 
wise for me to speak on this matter, be- 
lieving it would be better for (Member 
X) to make such public statements as 
might be wise.” (This from one cf the 
minority.) 

Then, did Member X, to whom almost 
everyone has turned for citations, com 
ply? He writes: 

“T cannot give you any specific instances 
when the NCC spoke in ‘some unauthor- 
ized or some unwarranted way.’ All the 
members of the committee were con- 
scious that these things had happened, 
but to give the name of the person, the 
place and the time would take a great 
deal of research. I believe the commitiee 
had in mind the Council’s pronounce- 
ments concerning causes like integrega- 
tion, minimum wages, FEPC, and blanket 
endorsement of labor policies. 

No others replied. 

And there is stands. The committee. 
perhaps unwittingly, has produced a 
statement that becomes more like a smear 
than a substantiated claim. It has ob- 
viously failed to recognize the gravity 
of this procedure. It should have been 
aware, because some of these men repre- 
sent institutions or are associated with 
churches, and they would not appreciate 
—rather, they would bitterly resent— 
any such charge directed at them or their 
work without specification, for with such 
a failure to be specific, a charge can 
mean anything or nothing at all. Mean- 
while, the person or institution charged 
is helpless to give a valid reply to criti- 
cism that may or may not be in the 
critic’s mind. Furthermore, if remedial 
steps should be taken by the NCC, who 
would know where to begin since prac- 
tically every action taken has some people 
who would have to be pacified under the 
kind of blanket conformity which the 
committee appears here to seek ? 
Meridian Overture 

In the Meridian Presbytery ( Miss.) 
overture to the Birmingham Assembly 
there is no such haziness of purpose. You 
know from the beginning that the au- 
thors of that overture are talking about 
the race issue and the stand which the 
Assembly and some of its agencies have 
taken. True, the specific dates and cita- 
tions are not given, but you are not left 
in doubt that this is at the bottom of the 
difficulty, for the Boards of Women’s 
Work and Christian Education as well 
as the Division of Christian Relations 
are charged with a “labored attempt. . . 
to prepare the church to accept a pro- 
posed political form of integration of 
races, and other political changes, as our 
Christian duty.” 

Regardless of the Assembly’s repeated 
proclamation on the subject, which must 
be equally distasteful to the Meridian 
authors, the Assembly is not attacked 
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EDITORIAL 


Amendment Offered 


Our full-page editorial of February 18 
dealt with the treatment by the Rich- 
mond, Va., newspapers of the significant 
statement of a city ministers’ group pro- 
testing recent legislation that infringes 
personal freedoms and the democratic 
ideal. 

At the request of one of the papers we 
are now amending a part of that state- 
ment because, an editor points out, it is 
not correct to indicate that a number of 
newspapers were supporting or applaud- 
ing the stand of the ministers. What 
impressed us was the fact that the stand 
got some support and that no inkling of 
this was allowed to filter into the pages 
of the Richmond papers. 

True, some of this came from a paper 
not published within state boundaries but 
one which has a great influence over the 
northern part of the state—from Wash- 
ington, whose papers play a greater part 
in northern Virginia than any Virginia 
paper does. But, let us throw that one 
out as an alien. 

There is one—and a good one—in Nor- 
folk (the Virginian-Pilot) that took a 
strong and unequivocal stand in support 
of the ministers and, to use our phrase, 
applauded them. 

But, so far as Richmonders are con- 
cerned, they would never have known 
that any organ of news had anything but 








itself. 

If the Interchurch Relations Commit- 
tee had specified emphases by the NCC 
on the race issue or economics or labor 
policies or radio broadcasting or inter- 
national affairs, then we would have 
known at least the source or ground of 
the difficulties. 

The charge as it stands means nothing 
at all. To adopt it would cast a stigma 
—not upon the Council (except among 
the thoughtless), but upon the Assembly. 


contempt for the ministerial statement. 
To some observers, it has seemed a part 
of strategy for Richmond papers to at- 
tempt to give the appearance of a mono- 
lithic body of opinion on this subject, 
with most of those deviating from the 
traditional form being cast in the role of 
a misguided or very confused personality, 
Therefore, to admit that even one re- 
spectable organ of considerable influence 
in a populous area had rallied to support 
the ministers, seemed to some citizens 
to lay too great demands upon the news- 
papers. 

Therefore, while we make this cor- 
rection and amend our original statement 
to more modest proportions, it is worth 
noting that to have printed even the first 
paragraphs of the Norfolk editorial 
would have run counter to past perform- 
ances of the Richmond papers. They 
read: 

“A significant part of the importance 
of the ‘Statement of Conviction on Race’ 


by the Richmond Ministers’ Assn. is that 
it came out of Richmond. 

“No other large city in the state (unless 
it is Danville) has seemed so much under 
the influences which, legislatively, are 
represented by the (Governor) Stanley 
plan as the capital of Virginia. Protests 
have been heard in Norfolk, Roanoke, 
Lynchburg, Charlottesville, the Arlington 
urban region, and elsewhere in Virginia. 
But in Richmond the full force of the 
political movement for 100 per cent main- 
tenance of segregation in the public 
schools has poured out its efforts to such 
an extent that more thoughtful, more 
questioning, less emotional minds and 
voices in the city itself have rarely made 
themselves heard... .” 


Women’s Status 


The fact that the step toward full 
status of women in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., progressed as far as it 
did before the decisive vote of Nash- 
ville Presbytery is the remarkable part 
of the whole procedure. A year ago 
scarcely anyone would have thought that 
on the first time it came up the proposal 
to ordain women as elders and deacons 
would have passed the Assembly—or, 
gained almost the necessary majority in 
the presbyteries. 

The discussion (though surprisingly 
little has been noted) and the necessity 
for the church to face this issue have been 
wholesome. Even diligent opponents 
admit that their opposition is simply a 
delaying action. Within and without the 
church this is recognized. Following the 
negative vote in Orange (N.C.) Presby- 
tery, the Burlington Times-News editor- 
ialized : 

“Why keep (women) out of regular 
church business affairs outside their aux- 
iliary obligations and work details? 

“If women qualify for church offices held 
by men, they might be expected to do as 
well as average—better than some, the 


equal of others, and no worse than the 
worst. 


“Tt is not too early, nor late, to fore- 
cast women elders to come.” 
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Footnote to ‘the things which are Caesar’s”’ 


“TO LEAD OUR GOVERNMENT” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


N THE BOOK which is being used 

by circle leaders in our Presbyterian 
churches this year, Jesus and Citizenship, 
Dr. E. T. Thompson raises the question: 
What is to be the attitude of the Chris- 
tian citizen toward his government? and 
concludes: 

“We will exert every effort ... to 
lead our government ... to eschew all 
policies which are unjust ... or which 
lead to world conflict; to adopt... 
those policies which promote the peace 
and welfare of mankind... .” 

“To lead our government”—that is a 
service which, in the time of the Caesars, 
no subject could perform. Our situation 
is entirely different from that in Jesus’ 
day. What belonged to Caesar then 
could be put into two words: taxes, and 
obedience. We who live in a democracy, 
not a dictatorship, have far wider and 
more constructive duties which we owe 
to government. Caesar never belonged to 
the people; politically, they belonged to 
him. In a democracy the government 
does belong to the people. Caesar ruled 
with or without the consent of the masses 
of the people, though to be sure, he had 
to have the army with him. Our officials 
cannot take office without previous ap- 
proval of the majority of the voters— 
and if the majority of the voters are not 
the majority of the people, no one is to 
blame but the people themselves. 

But a Christian’s duty to his govern- 
ment is not over when he votes, and it 
does not begin with voting. Leadership 
of government takes a great deal more 
time than dropping in to a polling booth 
on your way to the shopping center. 

To lead our government does not mean 
dictation. Some people (one gathers 
from hearing them talk) would be dic- 
tators if they could. They regard gov- 
ernment as their personal servant, and 
when their own wishes are not met, they 
blast the mayor, or whoever it is, for a 
communist, a fool, or whatever bad word 
comes handy. They forget that the gov- 
ernment has all sorts and conditions of 
people to serve. If John or Jean Doe’s 
personal demands can be fulfilled only 
at the expense of the common weal, then 
Mr. and Mrs. Doe have to be disappoint- 
ed—if the government is any good. 

To lead our government is something 
more active than simple acceptance, on 
the one hand, and more useful than mere 
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criticism and opposition, on the other. 
As was just now said, we do have to 
accept some things we don’t like. But 
if we ever get the idea that Washington 
or our own state capitol or our city hall 
is gifted with infallibility, and especially 
if we get to thinking that our own po- 
litical party has a sole claim to wisdom 
—if, in short, we accept government and 
all its acts as the Romans accepted Cae- 
sar, we shall never lead government. 

On the other hand, while some people 
go to sleep and let the ship of state take 
any course the helmsman pleases, other 
citizens stay awake and yap in the helms- 
man’s ear all night. They are govern- 
ment-conscious; but they never see its 
good points. They use all their energies 
in trying to foil the very people they 
elected to office. Criticism is not lead- 
ership, yet those who are incapable of 
criticism can never lead. 


OW THEN can we “lead our gov- 

ernment”? One part of it is by 
being acquainted with issues and with 
men in public life. A citizen who takes 
a daily paper and never reads anything 
but the headlines, the sports page or the 
woman’s page, and the funnies, is likely 
to be too ignorant to vote, let alone lead 
the government. Every good newswpaper 
carries some articles—perhaps by a local 
editor, perhaps by a columnist—designed 
to educate the intelligent. (One mark 
of a poor newspaper is that only one 
side of any question ever gets an air- 
ing). 

Incidentally, the citizen should be 
warned against television when it comes 
to being acquainted with candidates. A 
television appearance is often carefully 
rehearsed—gestures, smiles, as well as 
words; the speech may well have been 
written by a ghost-writer. ‘The whole 
thing is a planned performance. 

A much better way of becoming ac- 
quainted with a man is to follow his 
record (for example) in Congress. What 
did he actually vote for, and against? 
Was he absent so often that he amounted 
to very little? 

Another element in leading the gov- 
ernment is to make one’s voice heard. 
“Write to your congressman” is good and 
familiar advice; how many Christians 
take it? All politicians are sensitive to 
the “voice of the people.” They hear 


from crackpots, they hear from special 
interests, often selfish special interests, 
such as the liquor industry; they hear 
from other politicians, they hear from 
people with axes to grind. But they do 
not always hear from the Christian con- 
science. There is such a thing, and some 
legislators and public men have it; but 
even these need to hear it. But they 
never do hear it unless a lot of people 
take the trouble to write letters. 


NOTHER side of leadership is to 

take part in government. There are 
two reasons why good Christians (good, 
that is to say, otherwise than politically) 
so seldom are to be found in public life 
as legislators, aldermen, officials, party 
committee members, precinct workers and 
the like. One reason is that they may 
not find the company congenial. A Pres- 
byterian elder, invited to run for state 
senator, declined. “I can’t go down to 
.... and drink all those boys under the 
table,” said he. 

The other reason is that they feel 
eventually frustrated. A strong Chris- 
tian woman, on the state committee of her 
party, has been debating whether to stay 
with it, keeping the Christian view in 
sight, but seeing small hope that the 
committee will come around to it, or to 
get out—back home to a more peaceful 
existence, where she can be a Christian 
without bing considered an idiot. 

It might be suggested that the same 
kind of perseverance and hard-headed 
devotion is called for, from Christians 
who go into politics, as from Christians 
who become missionaries. The mission- 
ary deliberately goes to the least con- 
genial surroundings; and the missionary 
is also aware that he cannot evangelize 
the world in this generation. But he 
goes, and the world is blessed by his 
work. So a Christian who gets out and 
does the drudgery of precinct work, for 
instance, has to be more than a bit of a 
missionary. But Christians will never 
lead what they refuse to touch. 
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Help for Flooded Areas 
Voted by Church Extension 


An expenditure of up to $10,000 was 
authorized at the recent meeting of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Church Ex- 
tension to meet the needs for the repair 
of churches in areas damaged by the 
recent floods, chiefly in eastern Kentucky 
and southwest Virginia. 

Plans were discussed for a churchwide 
supplemental offering to raise $1,000,000 
for the building of new churches under 
a plan by which each Presbyterian will 
be asked to give one-day’s pay or income 
for this purpose. 

During the past year, it was an- 
nounced, 38 loans to churches amounted 
to $462,500. 

It was reported that there are now 45 
Presbyterian, U. S., military chaplains 
and that last year there were 24 eccle- 
siastical endorsements for reservists in 
the chaplaincy. 

A new designation was authorized 
whereby churches and communities hav- 
ing up to 10,000 population will now be 
counted in the Town and Country church 
group. For many years town and coun- 


try churches were considered those in 
communities with a population of 5,000 
or less. 

Within the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
there are now 70 Negro churches, with 
48 ministers and 5,300 members. Since 
1953 sixteen new congregations have 
been organized and 24 new buildings 
have been erected. Four additional fields 
are now approaching a time of organi- 
zation. From the recent compaign for 
funds for Negro work a total of $711,114 
has been appropriated for property and 
buildings. 


Pre-Assembly Conference 


Speakers for the pre-Assembly con- 
ference on Evangelism in Birmingham, 
Ala., April 24-25, were announced as 
follows: John F. Anderson, Jr., Dallas, 
Texas; George E. Sweazey, Pelham, N. 
Y.; Colin W. Williams, Australia: Rob- 
ert F. Jones, Fort Worth, Texas, and 
a panel of missionaries. 

Following the meeting of the Church 
Extension Board an Atlanta church bul- 
letin reported that Albert E. Dimmock, 
now associate secretary, has been ap- 
pointed secretary of the Division of 
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Evangelism, but it is understood that 
while Mr. Dimmock has been asked to 
assume this responsibility he has not 
yet announced a decision. 


U. S.-USA Comity Pledged 
In Exchange of Ministers 


A comity agreement with the Presby- 
terian, USA, Department of Ministerial 
Relations was approved recently by the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Committee on the 
Minister and His Work. Under this 
arrangement information in regard to 
ministers and churches will be more 
easily shared between the two denomina- 
tions. 

In adopting its report to the Birming- 
ham General Assembly the committee 
also indicated something of its current 
study of the possibility of a voluntary 
limited-term pastorate. It is requesting 
the Assembly to give an en thesi deliver- 
ance on the legality of a call by a church 
to a minister on a voluntary limited term 
basis, and the Assembly is asked to cite 
any paragraphs in the Book of Church 
Order which would prohibit such calls. 
The committee is also asking permission 
to continue its study for another year and 
to co-opt additional members whose help 
may be of value in its study. 

Harry B. Wade, Huntsville, Ala., was 
re-elected chairman. 

Instead of projecting regional confer- 
ences, as has been the case in the past, 
the committee will now conduct such con- 
ferences on a synod basis. It also com- 
mended the film strip, “So Your Church 
Needs a Minister,” to commissions on 
the Minister and His Work and to nom- 
inating committees of pastorless churches. 

The filmstrip, 15 minutes long, is 
accompanied with one long-playing rec- 
ord. Copies of the filmstrip may be 
obtained from the Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work, 341-A Ponce de 
Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Invitation Declined 


A Roman Catholic priest in New 
Castle, Pa., recently declined an invita- 
tion to deliver the “baccalaureate sermon” 
before a public high school graduating 
class on the grounds that the state school 
code “forbids the use of public school 
buildings for religious services.” 
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USA Presbytery (B’ham) 
Registers Protests 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. (RNS)—By a 
vote of 18 to 3 Birmingham Presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church USA, pro- 
tested pronouncements of the denomina- 
tion’s General Assembly calling for ra- 
cial integration. 

The General Assembly, 
Philadelphia last May, asked Church 
members to make a concerted effort to 
bring about complete desegregation in 
their homes, churches, communities and 
in the nation. 

In its resolution, the 
Presbytery urged the General Assembly 
to make a “‘serious effort” to understand 
the racial problem in the South. 

This could be accomplished, the reso- 
lution said, by personal visit and dis- 
cussion with white and Negro leaders in 
the church here ‘to the end that future 
prouncements may not only be prophetic 
of the idea but also realistic for the 
immediate future after the tradition of 
the voice of tre Old Testament prophets.” 

The resolution also attacked Social 
Progress, a monthly published by the 
church's Board of Christian Education, 
for printing what the presbytery de- 
scribed as misleading statements about 
the race question. 

Although the resolution did not men- 
tion the magazine by name, the editorials 
to which it referred appeared in that 
publication. The resolution labelled the 
magazine’s comments “inflammatory” 
and “ill-advised.” 

It petitic ned the General Asse mbly at 
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its next meeting to “take such action as 
is necessary to correct these errors of 
the past year and to so instruct the Board 
of Christian Education that similar error 
be prevented.” 

The Assembly also was called upon 
to instruct its standing committee on 
social education and action “to abstain 
from making recommendations in the 
area of race and cultural relations for 
1957.” 


Clergymen of Britain 
Surveyed on Salaries 


LoNDON (RNS)—Many of Britain’s 
clergymen are so poor they cannot buy 
new clothes for their families or provide 
them with enough food, a survey dis- 
closed. 

It was made by Nathaniel Micklem, 
former principal of Mansfield College, 
Oxford. His investigation embraced min- 
isters of the Methodist. Baptist, Presby- 
terian and Congregational Churches as 
well as clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

He reported that one minister had not 
been able to buy his wife a winter coat 
for 12 years. Another said his teenage 
boys have gone without coats since they 
were little more than babies. 

A third clergyman informed Dr. 
Micklem that ‘‘our children are not ade- 
quately fed, and often rise from the table 
actually hungry.” 

According to the Poor Clergy Relief 
Corporation, a Church of England or- 
ganization, 6,763 or the 11,387 Anglican 
clergymen in Britain get less than $1,820 
a year, and only 401 have salaries above 
$2,800. 

The Anglican organization last year 
distributed 270 parcels of clothing and 
doled out $80,000 to 1,112 clergymen in 
financial distress. 

Dr. Micklem’s survey showed that the 
condition of some Free Church clerev 
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is even worse. His inquiries revealed 
that they are obliged to get along on sal- 
aries averaging from $1,453 to $1,764 
a year. 


CHURCH MUSIC 


21 Rehearsal Suggestions 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 
The Director Before Rehearsal 

1. Know exactly what you want to 
accomplish and write it out in detail. 

2. Study your music thoroughly before 
trying to teach it. 

3. If possible, come to rehearsal 
abounding in physical, mental, and spir- 
itual vigor. 

4. Have proper ventilation and good 
lighting in your rehearsal room. 

5. Use an orderly time-saving method 
of distributing music. 

6. According to definite plan assign 
singers to same seats each rehearsal. 


The Director During Rehearsal 

7. Begin on time. “Well begun is 
half done.” 

8. Except in unusual circumstances, 
rehearse an anthem at least four or five 
weeks before using it in a service. 

9. Balance judiciously the detailed 
study of short difficult spots with unin- 
terrupted singing of long sections of an- 
thems. 

10. Keep all sections of choir busy 
during rehearsal. 

11. Use a blackboard as an aid to your 
teaching. 

12. Do simple music well rather than 
difficult anthems poorly. 

13. Vary music and methods of teach- 
ing frequently. 

14. Rehearse the choir in the choir 
loft, at least briefly, during rehearsal, if 
the practice is usually held in another 
room. 

15. Learn to give instructions in brief 
exact statements. Don’t lecture. The 
choir wants to sing. 

16. If possible, do not sing with your 
choir members. Listen. 

17. Be considerate and encouraging in 
rehearsal rather than critical and nag- 
ging. 

18. Frequently remind the singers of 
the basic purpose of the choir and also 
share the immediate objectives of that 
particular rehearsal. Invite your min- 
ister to attend rehearsals occasionally 
and explain his plans for next Sunday’s 
services. 

19. End on time with a bracing fa- 
miliar number. 


The Director After Rehearsal 


20. Study accomplishments and prob- 
lems of each rehearsal. Ask several in- 
telligent choir members to make con- 
structive suggestions. 

21. Attend rehearsals led by other 
successful conductors and note their 
tactics. 
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How Shall We Be Judged? 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 31, 1957 
Matthew 24-25. Printed Text 25:31-46 


How shall we be judged and by whom? 
It depends upon the nature of the uni- 
verse and upon our final destiny. If life 
ends with the grave, then we are ac- 
countable only to those who have au- 
thority over us here on earth. But if life 
goes on beyond the grave, if the Arbiter 
of our eternal destinies is the God and 
Father of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, then it is quite otherwise. We 
study this week a very familiar passage 
which presents Jesus’ picture of the 
Final Judgment. 


It was given by the Master only a few 
days before his death. On Sunday he 
had ridden into Jerusalem acclaimed by 
hosts of pilgrims as the promised Mes- 
siah. Oh Monday he drove the money 
changers and merchants out of the Tem- 
ple and denounced them for robbing the 
people. The next day the rulers de- 
manded to know what authority he had 
for such highhanded actions. Jesus 
forced them to acknowledge their inability 
to pass on the credentials of a prophet, 
and then, in a series of striking parables, 
announced their rejection as custodians 
of the Kingdom of God. Mad with rage, 
yet helpless in the face of Jesus’ popu- 
larity, the rulers departed to plot his 
death. 


The first plan they evolved was to 
trap him into some foolish or treasonable 
utterance. Jesus answered their ques- 
tions wisely and sanely, and then silenced 
his enemies by a counter-question, which 
suggested that their Messianic assump- 
tions were contrary to the Scripture. He 
ended his counter-attack by a scathing 
exposure of their religious hypocrisy. 
His biting words came however from a 
broken heart. He was making his last 
appeal to Jerusalem, and in rejecting 
that appeal he saw clearly enough that 
the nation had sealed its own doom. In 
less than a generation Jerusalem would 
be left desolate. 

His disciples asked him when these 
things should be, what would be the sign 
of his coming, and of the end of the age. 
Jesus replied (Matthew 24) that some 
of those now living would see the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the coming 
of the Kingdom in power, but no one 
knew when the end of the age would 
occur except the Father himself. They 
must be ready, however, at all times for 
his return, for he would come suddenly, 
when they least expected him, as a thief 
in the night (24:433-44) ; he would bring 
rewards and punishments in his hands 
(24:45-51), and his coming would seal 
their eternal destinies (Parable of the 
Ten Virgins, 25:1-13). 
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How can we make ready for the com- 
ing of Christ—in death or at the end 
of the world? Jesus answers this very 
natural question by telling two stories 
or parables. The first (the parable of 
the talents) suggests that we are ready 
for his coming only when we use our 
talents in his service; the second (the 
parable of the last judgment) suggests 
that we serve him as we serve our fellow- 
men. 

It is the last of these two parables 
that we study at the present time. 


The Last Judgment 


The parable of the last judgment is 
so famiilar that it needs little or no 
elaboration. Jesus says here that there 
will be a great day of judgment in which 
all nations shall be gathered together 
before the throne of God, when he him- 
self will be judge of all mankind. Such 
a claim would be preposterous if it came 
from any other lips than his. He was 
standing at the time in the shadow of the 
cross, but there unrolled before his eyes 
not the tragedy of a shameful and ig- 
nominious end for himself, but a vision 
of world judgment, the judgment of all 
men and of all nations, by himself in 
glory. 

“When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory’—(his glory?—this Artisan of 
Nazareth on whom Rome would soon place 
a callous heel to crush him as a man 
crushes a moth?)—and all the angels with 
him, then shall he sit on the throne of 
his glory’—(‘all the angels?’—his throne?’ 
—When all he asked on earth was a man- 
ger for his birth and a gallows for his 
death?)—‘and before him shall be gath- 
ered all nations’—(earth’s teeming mil- 
lions, of every kindred, tribe and tongue, 
coming to the throne of the lowly Gali- 
lean! )—‘and he shall separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separateth 
the sheep from the goats.’”—(George H. 
Buttrick, The Parables of Jesus, Richard 
R. Smith Co.) 


Syrian sheep were usually white and 
Syrian goats usually black. The division 
between sheep and goats could therefore 
be quickly made, easily and unerringly. 
Just as surely, Jesus indicates, the di- 
vision will be made between the vast 
numbers who come before him for final 
judgment. 

“But such a judgment (some may pro- 
test) is a parody of facts,” continues 
Buttrick. Human character is not usually 
found in black or white. It moves con- 
stantly to and fro through unnumber- 
able shades of gray. Joaquin Miller 
reflects about the poet Byron, whom some 
would hurry to pronounce black: 


“In men whom men condemn as ill, 
I find so much of goodness still, 


In men whom men pronounce divine 
I find so much of sin and blot, 

I do not dare to draw the line 
Between the two, where God has not.” 


It is often hard for us to draw the line. 
And yet Jesus assures us that there is 
such a line. Some build on the rock and 
others on the sand; some are wheat and 
some are tares; some walk the narrow 
way to life and others the broad way to 
destruction; in the last days some will 
inherit the kingdom; others will go into 
everlasting punishment. 

We who are weak and human and 
fallible cannot draw the line. But 

“Jesus made it clear that character in 
its main intention, in the ‘set of its mo- 
tives,’ is either right or wrong. Some 
faces are turned to the light, be that light 
distant or near, and other toward dark- 
ness. Some souls serve God; in spite of 
many lapses they still own the sway of 
conscience and compassion. Other souls 
serve idols; in spite of many compunc- 
tions they still own the sway of idols; 
the money-idol with a brazen face, the 
pleasure idol wearing a fool’s mask, the 
fashion idols decked in silks, the flesh- 
liness-idol with lecherous eyes. Some are 
on the right hand of the throne and others 
on the left.” (Buttrick) 


And what is the dividing line drawn 
by Jesus? It has nothing to do with 
one’s nationality, or with the color of 
one’s skin, or with one’s social class, or 
worldly success, or even with one’s pro- 
fession or creed. It is a matter of char- 
acter, of conduct, of one’s attitude toward 
his fellowmen. In the preceding parable, 
the man with one talent was condemned, 
not because he had used his talent im- 
properly, but simply because he had 
failed to use it at all. So here, men are 
condemned, not because they have mis- 
treated their fellowmen (that condem- 
nation is taken for granted, and has been 
previously indicated, as in 24:48), but 
because they have failed to help them— 
“As you did it not to one of the least 
of these, you did it not to me.” 

Service to man is service to Christ: 
failure to serve men is failure to serve 
Christ. Many will be surprised to find 
it so. They saw human need and sought 
to relieve it, with no thought of reward; 
or they saw human need and were un- 
moved, without any thought that here 
was the Master incognito. ‘The latter 
are cursed not by him but by their own 
selfishness and indifference. 


Some Questions 

Certain questions arise. For example, 
is this a literal picture of the day of 
judgment? Many think that it is, that 
a certain day has been set aside, and on 
on this day the fate of all men will be 
decided. Burton and Mathews, on the 
other hand, say in their Life of Christ: 

“To press the pictorial element of this 
parable to mean that there will be a great 
judgment day of all the world, when all 
men will be assembled in one place, is 
unwarranted. The parable teaches the 


basis and issue of judgment, not its time 
or external form. The solemn truth that 
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must not be lost sight of is that by our 
conduct here and now we are determining 
issues that are eternal.” 

Second, to whom will this test be ap- 
plied? Expositors generally agree that 
it will be applied to all mankind. To 
judge otherwise seems an almost de- 
liberate evasion of the plain words of 
Scripture. There are, however, a few 
Bible students who hold that it applies 
only to those nations, those people, who 
have never learned to know Christ. They 
say that the nations referred to in vs. 32 
must be distinguished from the chosen 
people and from Christians, who will be 
judged by their relation to Christ. David 
Smith, who follows this interpretation, 
adds, however. “Let us not forget that 
this principle has a bearing not on the 
heathen alone, but on ourselves, testing 
our profession of faith in Christ.” See, 
for example, 1 John 5:7-21; James 
2:14-16. , 

Third, is this a doctrine of salvation 
by works? It is very significant that the 
Bible teaches uniformly that we are saved 
by faith but judged by our works. There 
is no contradiction here, for faith must 
issue in works, and the only real test 
of faith is the life that it produces. Cf. 
Mt. 7:16; James 2:14-24. We are saved 
by faith, but faith is not genuine unless 
it leads us to use our talents in his serv- 
ice and to minister to the needs of our 
fellowmen. 

Certainly Jesus does not mean that an 
occasional philanthropy is a_ sufficient 
substitute for a living faith. “If a man 
writes a check for charitv, salving his 
uncomfortable scruples as he makes the 
gift, is he thereby justified whatever 
may be the pattern of his daily conduct?” 
To ask such a question is to answer it. 

“Character is judged not by its fitful 
good, but in its wholeness and by its 
controlling motives. Of what avail is a 
man’s charitable sop flung to a beggar. 
if in time of unemployment, illness or 
need that man’s prevailing purposes are 
so unsound that his influence spreads like 
an evil breath.” (Buttrick) 
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SO MUCH MATERIAL OF HISTORICAL 
VALUE is being thrown away or burned 
each year. Please allow Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary to help the 
Church preserve these old and historical 
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any old Presbytcrian newspapers or mag- 
azines, minutes, books, pictures or other 
items about Presbyterianism that you 
want to dispose of, please write: Librarian, 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
106c West 27th Street, Austin 5, Texas. 
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PRINTING PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN 

for busy but congenial printing buying 
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all or combination of: planning, writing 
specifications and estimating jobs, order- 
ing plates, maintenance of printing rec- 
ords. Write fully to Mr. Thomas, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia. 
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It is the whole pattern of a man’s life 
that is taken into account, and that pat- 
tern is determined by his faith, what he 
believes in, or in whom. Only faith in 
God, so far as he is known, can assure 
the quality of life that Jesus demands. 


The Practical Application 


1. Jesus identified himself with hu- 
man need, wherever found, and so must 
we, if we are to share his spirit. 

As Lawrence Housman so beautifully 
expresses it: 

“While Earth wears wounds, still must 

Christ’s Wounds remain, 
Whom Love made Life, and of Whom 
Life made Pain, 

And of Whom Pain made Death. 

No breath, 

Without Him, sorrow draws; no feet 

Wax weary, and no hands hard labor 

bear, 

But He doth wear 

The travail and the heat: 

Also, for all things perishing, He saith, 

‘My grief, My pain, My death!” 

“The simplest acts of kindness per- 
formed out of charity have a dignity and 
a reward which far transcend their seem- 
ing importance. On the other hand, a 
person who insults the humblest human 
being assumes a terrifying responsibility, 
for he is insulting Christ. The callous 
indifference of the rich toward the suf- 
fering poor, the harsh insensibility of the 
white man toward the Negro, may be 
excused by worldly people as at most 
peccadilloes; but in the eyes of faith they 
are shocking sins against Christ per- 
sonally.” 

So writes Paul H. Furfey, professor 
of sociology in the Catholic University 
of America. Eugene Debs, friend of the 
working man in the days when there were 
few restrictions on hours and conditions 
of labor, had something of Christ’s spirit 
when he said, ‘‘While there is a lower 
class, I am in it; while there is a crim- 
inal element, I am of it; where there is 
a soul in prison, I am not free.” Some 
thing of the same spirit is reflected in the 
Grapes of Wrath, when Henry Fonda 
tells his Ma he is going away, and she 
will always know where to find him: 
“Wherever men are hungry, wherever 
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their kids are in rags, wherever people 
don’t have the right to live and be 
people.” Today and tomorrow and as 
long as we can see, Christ will be suffer- 
ing in America and in other lands. 


Who is so low that I am not his brother? 

Who is so high that I’ve no path to him? 

Who is so poor I may not feel his hun- 
ger? 

Who is so rich I may not pity him? 

Who is so hurt I may not know his 
heartache? 

Who sings for joy my heart may never 
share? 

Who in God’s heaven has passed beyond 
my vision? 

Who in hell’s depths where I may never 
fare? 

May none, then, call on me for under- 
standing, 

May none then turn to me for help in 
pain, 

And drain alone his bitter cup of sor- 
row, 

Or find he knocks upon my heart in vain. 

—S. RaLpH HARLOW 


2. Charity is not enough; we must 


press on beyond relief to rehabilitation; 
past alleviation to prevention. As Her- 
bert L. Willett once wrote: 


“True neighbors are not content to dole 
out relief. They give only as part of the 
process of re-establishing full self-com- 
petence. This is the true test of philan- 
thropy—whether it is simply palliative 
or whether it is constructive. Thus the 
hungry are fed and helped to provide their 
own food as soon as possible: those who 
thirst for knowledge as to how to raise 
their level of life are given tools and in- 
struction, new vision and new ambitions 
to succeed; strangers in strange lands, 
immigrants, refugees are being repatri- 
ated and fitted into the life of their new 
country, not left as perpetual guests, liv- 
ing on charity; the naked are clothed 
so that they can go into the market place 
and find work which would otherwise be 
unobtainable: the sick are not only cured 
but are taught how to prevent disease, 
how to improve sanitary conditions 
wherever they live, how to be apostles of 
health to their neighbors. Those in the 
prison of tragic circumstances too power- 
ful for them to overcome are given a help- 
ing hand to lift them on to the open road. 
This is the only sort of charity that pre- 
serves or restores self-respect and makes 
good citizens, for it has a social objective 
that looks into the future. Emergency 
relief is neighborliness when the emer- 
gency is on. But if it fails to prevent 
another emergency and if it fails to carry 
its helpfulness beyond the point of mere 
temporary physical relief, it falls short 
at the most important step.” 


To pass beyond relief to rehabilitation, 
past alleviation to prevention is a re- 
sponsibility which we face now, not only 
in our local neighborhoods, not only 
in our nation, but in other lands as well. 
To decide what we ought to do, what we 
can do with the resources at our disposal, 
will call for all the wisdom that we pos- 
sess, and all the consecration. “As you 
did it,” or, “As you did it not to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it” or “you did it not, to me” Jesus 


will say to each of us in that final day. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, Vol. ViI— 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, The Twelve 
Minor Prophets. Edited by Geo. A. Buttrick. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville and New York. 
1144 pp., $8.75. 

Volume VI of THE INTERPRETER’S 
Brae. the eleventh volume in the order 
of its appearance, brings before us a treat- 
ment (Text, Kjv and rsv; introductions; 
exegesis and exposition) of some of the 
least known (Lamentations, for exam- 
ple), some of the most puzzling (Daniel 
and Zechariah), as well as some of the 
most valuable (Amos, Hosea, Micah, and 
Jonah) of all the books of the Old Tes- 
tament. Since modern commentaries on 
most of these books have not been too 
abundant, this volume will supply a felt 
need in many a theological library. 

In judgment of Professor Meek, the 
five chapters of Lamentations consist of 
five separate poems, each complete in it- 
self; two at least composed at a time 
very close to the fall of Jerusalem, but 
none by Jeremiah, the traditional author. 

Dr. Mays holds that the Book of Eze- 
kiel contains many prophecies from the 
pen of Ezekiel, written some before and 
some after the exile, and agrees with 
other scholars that the present overall 
unity of the book is due to a post-exilic 
editor who might be termed a biographer 
and disciple of the prophet. He reminds 
us that ‘‘the Books of the Prophets, to an 
extent, are like anthologies, with a single 
hand responsible for the book in its pres- 
ent form. They were prepared for the 
use of the post-exilic community, as the 
Gospels were written for the early 
church.” 


Dr. Jaffrey agrees with modern schol- 
ars generally that the Book of Daniel 
was written under the persecution of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes to encourage the Jews 
to remain true to their ancestral fajths at 
all costs. The author retells legendary 
stories that had gathered around the 
name of Daniel “in such a way that to 
an outsider it would appear just a story 
but one in which his audience would see 
clearly the figure of their present oppres- 
sor, would readily recognize the meaning 
of the symbols and signs of the visions, 
and catch the message of encouragement 
and inspiration It was intended to con- 
vey.” In the words of the expositor, 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy, “The book is 
not a magical foretelling. It deals with 
a contemporary situation which removes 
it from the realm of superstitious magic 
to the realm of faith.” The value of the 
book, he contends, lies not in its “dates 
and magical numbers’”’ but in its moral 
and spiritual message which remains 
valid for the present day. 

For most readers the value of this vol- 
ume will lie in the exegesis and exposition 
of this book, Daniel, and in that of the 
so-called minor, but actually major 
prophets—Hosea, Amos, Micah, and 
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Jonah. In these four books the religion 
of the Old Testament reaches some of its 
greatest heights. James D. Smart con- 
tends, and rightly, that to insist upon 
the historicity of Jonah obscures the 
message of the book. It is more of a 
parable and one told with consummate 
artistry. he points out, to warn Israel, 
“that at the root of its narrow and bitter 
attitude,” toward the Gentile “there is 
a rejection of the God of their fathers.” 

The other books of the twelve prophets 
do not have the same spiritual value as 
these four. Some of them, Nahum for 
example, are recognized as being ‘“‘ethi- 
cally and theologically” deficient, and 
others like Haggai and Zechariah are 
moving in the direction of that “narrow 
exclusiveness which was typical of post- 
exilic Judaism.” Each of the prophets, 
however, has his place in the history of 
Revelation, and this volume of THE IN- 
TERPRETER’S BIBLE, to which two dozen 


Great Britain and America have con- 





tributed, is one to be included in every | 


well-selected theological library. 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Religion in and on the Job. Eugene 
Carr. Coward-McCann, Inc., N. Y. $2.00. 

The Catholic Viewpoint on Race Rela- 
tions. John La Farge. Doubleday & Co., 
N. Y. $2.95. 

Never the White Rose. Carroll Voss. 
Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 


COMING 


THE 
INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE 


Volume 12 


Commentary and complete 
texts, in King James and 
Revised Standard ver- 
sions, on the books of 
James, Peter, John, Jude, 
and Revelation. 











Features of this volume 


are the two indexes to the 
entire set; 16 pages of 


handsome color photo- 
graphs of ancient writ- 
ings; and three general 
articles, one on the Dead 


Sea Scrolls. 928 pages. 
$8.75 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
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They 


The Bible is the basic book in the 
Christian education program of our 
Church. As the inspired Word of 
God it holds the central place in all 
the Church’s teachings. Our Presby- 
terian educational materials help stu- 
dents and teachers interpret Bible 
truths and translate them into action. 
guide children, youth, and 
adults, ‘each at his own level, to an 
increasing knowledge, understanding, 
and love of the Bible. The materials 
do not stand between the student and 
his Bible, but lead him to his Bible to 
learn those things which will be of 
particular value to his needs and to 
deepen his spiritual growth. Each les- 
son is brought within the understand- 
ing of the student and interpreted in 
accord with the theological system of 
our Church. We _ use Presbyterian 
educational materials because they 
make the Bible most meaningful to 
our people. 





| Board of Christian Education 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Tenney |. Deane, Quincy, Fla., will be- 
come pastor in Safety Harbor, Fla., in 
May. 

James L, Price, Jr., who has been as- 
sociate professor of Biblical Theology in 
the Divinity School of Duke University 
has been appointed chairman of the De- 
partment of Religion in the University. 

Julian B. Green, formerly of Hernando, 
Miss., has become pastor of the Tipton- 
ville, Tenn., and Evansville churches. 

V. L. Bryant, Jr., from Columbia, Miss., 
to 406 Colonial Circle, Jackson, Miss. 

Joseph A. McGehee, from Fordyce, Ark., 
to Box 304, Beeville, Texas. 

William Ng, from Tarkio, Mo., to 4122 
Sheridan Ave., Des Moines 10, Iowa. 

Jennings B. Reid, from New Castle, Pa., 
to the First Church, Rome, N. Y. 

Evert A. Cremer, from Ozark, Ark., to 
the Clifford Church, Vine and St. Clair 
Sts., Cincinnati 19, Ohio. 

Chilton W. Bowles, formerly of Topeka- 
Highland Presbytery, is now assistant 
minister of Covenant First church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Edward W. Hof, formerly of Mounds: 
ville, W. Va., has become pastor of the 
Bond Hill church, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

J. Boyd Patterson, formerly of the 
United Presbyterian Church, Albany, 
Oreg., has become assistant minister of 
the Rose City Park (USA) church, Port- 
land, Oreg. 

Hubert G. Wardlaw from Orangeburg, 
S. C., to 1800 Piedmont Rd., N. E., At- 
lanta, Ga., Rock Spring church. 

H. Oscar Stevens from Bradford, Ohio, 
to Utica, Ohio, Apr. 1. 

John W. Keener from Dearborn, Mich., 
to 24755 Hill, Centerline, Mich. 

Correction: C. C. Hamilton, Conyers, 
Ga., was erroneously listed here March 4 
as accepting a call elsewhere. 


TRAVEL 

George D. Jackson, Winchester, Va, 
and John L. Douglas, of the Newhaven- 
on-Forth Church, of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
will exchange pulpits May-July. The 


Edinburgh address is 5 Bonnington Ter- 
race, 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Henry E. Acklen, Forrest City, Ark., 
was Religious Emphasis Week speaker 
at Arkansas College. 











NO GREATER privi- 


lege exists than that of serving 
God through the example of 
leadership. Share with us the 
privilege of training our youth 
for service and _ leadership 
Make your contribution, large 
or small, to Stillman College, 
P.O. Drawer 483, an act of wor- 


ship, an act of LOVE. 





JAPAN QUARTERLY 

Arch B. Taylor, Jr., of the Presbyterian 
Mission in Shikoku, Japan, is editor of 
the new Japan Christian Quarterly, which 
recently published its first number under 
his editorship. 


DEATHS 

John D. Hayes, 69, former missionary 
to China, died March 4 in a hospital in 
Jogjakarata, Indonesia, as a result of 
a traffic accident two days before. Since 
1955 he had taught English in the th20o- 
logical school in Jogjakarata. Dr. Hayes 
was widely known in recent years be- 


cause of being held in a Communist 
prison in West China for some time. Upon 
his return to this country he reported to 
the government on brain washing tech- 
niques of Communists. His story was 
printed in leading magazines and was 
the subject of a television play. 
Clarence E. Macartney, 77, pastor- 
emeritus of First Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., for many years, died Feb. 19 of an 
abdominal cancer. Since his retirement 
he had lived at Beaver Falls, Pa. Two 
ministerial brothers include John Robert- 
son Macartney, Santa Barbara, Calif., and 
Albert J. McCartney, Washington, D. C, 
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